AN ANSWER 


-- To che oretended REASON S of ſome . 
© Drapers, Mercers, Haberdaſhers, 
ha Grocers, and Hollers, &c, 


AGAINST 


Pedlars, Hawkers, « Petty-Chapmen, 


Humbly offered to the Conſideration of tie 


| High-Cour t of Parliament. - 


Reaſons 'Ts Alleadged, that there are 180co Pedlars, &+. That they deſtroy Shop-keepers, ſpoil Gentlemens Sons, 
” 36 &c, whereby they can't pay their Merchants, Taxesz Oc. ac IY 
L If there be ſuch a Nnmber, they'are too many to be deſtroyed art one Blow, much les, are all their | 
Families to be Deltroyed, And 'tis not they that deſtroy Shop-keepers, or diſable them, or diſcourage Gen- 
, tlemens Sons, but perhaps Induſtry and Frugality may make aconſ1derable difference, and want thereof.may 
A be the cauſe of ſuch ills. 
- R. 4.18. They pay no Duties, Contributions, ec: : es a 
_ Anſw.” — They do pay Cultoms, Taxes, Pariſh-Duties, Hearth-Mony, and contributions in their reſpetive Habi- 
- - tations, according to rheir Eſtates and Callings, Ea, 24 | 
R.5.7. They Multiply ; the Profit that 15000 get would Maintain 3950 Families at 4o pounds per Annum, = 
Anſwy. Its well where Trades mulciply and thrive, and they are to be incouraged, rather chan rhoſe who will not 
thrive, and it ſeems not reaſonable that 15000 ſhould be undone, to ſerve the Turns of 3550 who may live with- 
out it; if due ineans.be uſed; and if 3750 could live at 41. per Annum a piece, (as the other 15000 live with/far 
leſs) they need not break by ſuch great Numbers as is ſaid by them. --" Ss 
R. 8.9. * They are moſt of another Nation, and Statutes were made agairſt them by Q.Mary, Q.El:z.and King James, 


—=— - hefame Kage Sibeeee 4rat brats ecigngf,Sreerd, which ought not to be complained of being alſo 
 andthough in one of them the names of Pedlars and Petti-Chapmen are mentioned, yet it has been always 
chought, chat only ſuch Pedlars, ec, are intended as miſdemean themſe]ves by Begging, Idlenefſs, or ill courſes, 
TR andnot they who are painful, honeſt, and inoffenſive in their Calling, which both before and after the ſaid Sta- 
rutes were permitted by Teſtimonials, to uſe and exerciſe the ſaid Calling, and therefore King James of bleſſed 
Memory, in the 15th year of his Raign, by Lecters Patents under the Crreat Seal of England, and Proclamation 
*checeupon, reciting, That the Calling of Pedlars and Petti-Chapmen was an Ancient calling, and had in all 
cumes bun uſed as well for the benefit and eaſe of his People, eſpecially thoſe chat dwell remote from Market- 
Towns, who might hereby furniſh cheir Neceſſities with ſmall Wares and Commodities at their own Doors, 
and ſave their pains and travel in going to Markets and Fairs, and attend their Day-labours and Vocations, as 
alſo for that che induſtrious Pedlar and Petti-Chapmen, were of great uſe for venting and uttering ſeveral wares 
and comodites made in this Kingdom, did gave Authority to very of Peace neare to the habitations of ſuch 
Pedlars and Perty-Chapmen'to Licence fuch as were Honelt and Induſtrious to uſe that calling, which Licenſes 
were tranſmited into the High Court of Chaiicery, and there (by many together) confirmed under the great Seal 
and by the ſame Letrers pattents, a diſtu;Ction was made berween the ſaid licenſed Petty-Chapmen, end others 
 notlicenſed puniſhable by the ſaid Statute, there was alſo a protubition therein toſell Popiſh knacks and other 
chings ; which ſaiqpower of Licenſing was from that time uſed until ſome ſmall cime preceeding the late unhap- 
py Traubles'; which courſe again revived, its humbly conceived, may obviate the material Grievances ſuppos 


ſed in the ſaid pretended Reaſons, 'T hat is to lay, 


Anſwer, 


- 


R.r0.17. TInconveniences ariſing from diſguiſes, and injury to Crovernment, which nevertheleſs are but ſuggeſted 
R. r3. fears and Tuppoſitions ; under pretence of Scotch-Cloath, other goods are ſold. | 22M 
Anſiw, And they are bought of Gentlemeps Sons, 'Tradeſmen, &c. 
R.14.16, Tradeſmen Break in Corporations, ec. '39 50 Families every year disfurniſhed of maintenance, ec. 
Anſw, How all this can b2, or by reaſon of Pedlars, and the inconſ1derable Merchandize they deal in;-is humbly con- 
| ceived unaccountable and incredible, but that too many Break every year is deplorable, but it has been thovghe 
that if they conſider home, truer Cauſes may be found our, | | 
Rake: They ſell not cheaper but by falſe Meaſures, &c, Ls 
_ Anſy, Falſe Meaſures may be avoided, by meaſuring by the Good Houſewives own Ell or Yard, or may be puni- 
ſhed according to Law, and they cannot fell cheaper while they buy of them, and they of whom they buy 
complain not, nor do theſe Petty-Chapmen deal in the commodities of moſt of the Trades mentioned ; upon 
all which, They moſt humbly offer it to conſideration, whether if his moſt Grratious Majeſty recontinuing the 
laid way of his Anceſtors, 'in Licenſing and Diſtinguiſhing as aforeſaid, as (its ſaid) he once propoſed to do, 
it may not be a remedy againſt the fears and ills ſuggeſted, a preſervation of ſo many thouſand Families, as 
| mult otherwiſe be uttesly ruined at once, and a prevention of other ill conſequences, which God forbid. 
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